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Existing Impediments 

• Lack of income diversification 

• Heavily reliant on the production of hydropower, cotton 
and aluminum  

• Cotton and aluminum account for around 80 percent of 
total exports 

• Highly dependent on price fluctuations in the world 
primary markets 

• Country’s landlocked status and remoteness from major 
international maritime routes 

• Enterprises accrue additional costs  

• Complex regulatory and procedural measures governing 
export and import activities  

 



 

 

  

According to traders the following bottlenecks were highlighted: 

 
 Lack of up-to-date information on procedures to be taken, timelines, 

locations and the fees for services 

 Lack of information sharing among involved agencies 

 Administrative difficulties during interaction among subdivisions within 
one agency 

 An unreasonably large number of documents required by the government 
agency, which is outside the competence of this agency 

 The long time required for consideration and issuance of trade documents 

 Procedures require the physical presence of the applicant 

 Difficulties in accessing the transport facilities in neighbouring countries 

 Poor overland transport infrastructure and lack of adequate logistical 
services  

 Incomplete implementation of reform measures and inconsistencies in the 
legal framework  

 Lack of proper coordination mechanisms 

 



Comprehensive reform 

Addressing these shortfalls and inconsistencies can only bear fruit if: 

 Align customs regulations with internationally recognized rules 

 Modernize and automate customs administrative procedures  

 Strengthen customs points with modern facilities and equipment 

 Foster regional cooperation in the areas of customs and transport  

 Improve overland transport and logistical services  

 Regional cooperation mechanisms  

 Articulate a national trade facilitation strategy  

 Further improve public-private consultation mechanisms  

 Strengthen measures for enforcing the rule of law  

 Further develop the existing system of enterprise support services  

 



Impact of currency devaluation in Tajikistan  

 

 Devaluation of Tajik somoni (TJS) leading to higher prices for 
domestic and imported goods  

 Large drop of money inflow 

 Reduced inflow of remittances leads to a decrease in purchasing 
power 

 Imports to Tajikistan dropped by 23% (Jan.-Aug. 2015) 

 Most affected were imports of means of transport (drop by 51%), 
mineral goods (30%), wood (25%), chemicals (21%) and food 
product (10%) 

 Slowdown in Russia's economy and the weakening of the Russian 
rouble    

 Falling commodity prices have also hit export revenue for country 

 Increase downward pressure on the TJS  



Tajikistan`s effort to resist the downward pressure on TJS  

 
 Administrative measures to try to control  

 Having run down limited reserves  

 Tajik authorities introduced currency controls  

 Year-on-year nominal depreciation is more than 20% 

The effects of these measures might be the following: 

 Economic price to pay for the resistance to currency devaluation  

 Multiple exchange rates. In Tajikistan, foreign-exchange shortages will increase the incentives for illegal 
currency trade, widening the gap between the official and the black-market rates 

 An increase in the size of the informal economy 

 Import compression. Reduced access to foreign currency for some firms will accentuate the drop in 
foreign imports 

 Perhaps disrupting supply chains, and will exacerbate goods shortages, pushing up production and 
consumption costs 

 Deteriorating competitiveness.  Administrative intervention will tend to damage export 
competitiveness outside the commodity sectors 

 Further deterioration of the operating environment for businesses, and particularly foreign companies, 
that need reliable access to foreign currency  

 Foreign companies may also find it harder to repatriate earnings 

 In combination, these processes will exacerbate the impact of the regional economic slowdown  

 



Existing Impediments in Trade in Central Asia 

 Underdeveloped transport infrastructure for transit and 
access to international sea ports 

 
 The non-recognition of certificates issued by the 

authorities on technical regulation in the region and 
beyond 

 
 The lack of a harmonized system providing for freedom of 

transit in the region 

 
 Insufficient level of cooperation between single window 

systems or similar bodies in the region in the field of 
information exchange 
 
 
 



Importance of regional approach  

 Undeniable competitive advantage (especially important for 
small and landlocked countries) 

 Closer co-operation of these countries as a single region  

 Promoting national products to foreign markets  

 Finding an own niche   

 Creating favorable conditions for attracting regional 
investments 

 Development of transport corridors  

 Better transport connectivity 

 More energy resources and trade 

 Better customs systems 

 Better regional perspective in national planning 

 More capacity, networking and best practices 

 Greater competitiveness and productivity 

 More investment, jobs, higher incomes 

 

 



Possible ways for solutions  

 Deepening the integration of national economies into the world 
economy by stimulating exports and promoting foreign trade 

 The strengthening of trade relations within the framework of 
existing regional organizations and projects 

 Creation and development of predictable transit transport 
infrastructure with access to international sea ports 

 The Harmonization of systems providing freedom of transit within 
the region 

 The harmonization of technical standards and cooperation between 
relevant authorities in the countries of the region 

 Establishment of the system of exchange of information between 
single window systems or similar establishments of the neighboring 
countries  

 Providing assistance to landlocked developing countries to develop 
the capacity to prepare large-scale infrastructure projects, including 
public-private partnerships 
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